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or get somebody to produce, cloth necessary for his or her require-
ments. If lakhs of men and women were to do this, much of the
money going out of our country would remain here, and the exor-
bitant prices of cloth our poor people have to pay would be saved.
In view of these considerations, it is clear that he helps swadeshi
more who produces or helps to produce more swadeshi cloth, than one
who simply rests satisfied with using swadeshi cloth.
Let us now consider how production of cloth can be increased
in the country. There are three ways of doing this: (1) by starting
more mills; (2) by purchasing foreign yarn and weaving it on hand-
looms; (3) by weaving oneself or getting woven cloth out of yarn
spun by oneself or by someone else in one's own country.
Now apart from my views against machine-made cloth, it will
be seen that it is no easy thing to start mills as quickly as we would.
It certainly takes some time to erect buildings for the mill, to get
machines from abroad and to procure labour. Assuming, therefore,
for a moment that there would be no difficulty in obtaining capi-
tal, it is not possible for us to add to the stock of our cloth by
means of having new mills.
It is no doubt possible to weave cloth from yarn obtained from
abroad, and the second swadeshi vow was devised with the view
that it is far better to use cloth woven in our country out of foreign
yarn, and thus to save some money at least going out of the country,
than not to use swadeshi cloth at all.
But the more I think, the more I see dangers in this. Our
demand for foreign yarn in a quantity sufficient for cloth neces-
sary for lakhs of men is likely to send up the prices of foreign yarn
to such an extent that the rise will be equal to the wages we have
to pay for labour here, which would mean that we had gone ahead,
only to fall back. If, therefore, we could find some way out, we
would not have to depend on foreign yarn.
This brings us to the third way, viz., to get yarn spun here, and
to get it "woven on handlooms. This is the royal road, and the
surest to lead us to the goal. If this is adopted by the people, the
goal will be reached with the least possible labour and in the
shortest possible time. This would also provide thousands of men
with an independent calling, and hundreds of thousands of poor
women and widows with a means of livelihood to be pursued in
their own homes. The experiment does not require any very large
capital, but it does require two things to be successful. The first
thing necessary is a number of volunteers. They need not be highly
educated or highly intelligent. Honesty and perseverance are in-
dispensable. Education and intelligence cannot be had <it will, but